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The country's annual consumer infla�on declined to per cent 

in February 2018 from 4.6 per cent in January 2018. 

In March 2018, the external value of the Lilangeni 
depreciated marginally against major currencies.

Credit Extended to the Private Sector dropped by  per cent  

to reach billion at the end of February 2018. 

Compared year-on-year credit to the private sector 

declined by per cent.

Broad Money Supply (M2) amounted to  billion in 

February 2018 reflec�ng a decline of per cent 

from  billion realised in January 2018. However, on 

an annual basis, M2 rose by per cent

Gross Official Reserves con�nued on a downward trend in 
March 2018, depic�ng a month-on-month decline 

of per cent, following a fall of per cent in February 2018.

Preliminary figures for the month ending 31 March 2018

 indicate that total public debt stood at  billion, an 

equivalent of  per cent of GDP

The trade balance in March 2018 recorded a deficit of  million, 

a nega�ve turnaround from a surplus of  million observed 

in the previous month.  

Discount and prime lending rates were decreased in 

March 2018 by basis points.. 

Infla�on rate (% y/y)             4.0 
                                                (Feb) 

Exchange rate (US$)             11.84 
                                                (Mar)

Private Sector Credit 
(% y/y)    

Broad Money (M2) 
(% y/y) 

Reserves (months 
of import cover) 

 

Total Public Debt 
(% of GDP)  

Merchandise Trade 
Balance (% of GDP) 

Prime Lending (%)                 10.25

Discount rate (%)                    6.75
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 For consistency, the table shows data up to the end of February 2018.
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